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ORGANIZATION OF RACING INVESTIGATORS 

CONFERENCE 

Aqueduct Racetrack: Ozone Park, N.Y.: March 21-24, 2021 

Preliminary Agenda** 

 

• Keynote Speaker – Hon. Paul D. Tonko, U.S. Congressman, co-sponsor of the 

Horseracing Integrity and Safety Act. 

 

• Case Study: Penn National Federal Investigation – William A. Behe, Assistant U.S. 

Attorney, U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Pennsylvania. 

 

• Duties and Responsibilities of a Safety Steward – Hugh J. Gallagher, Safety Steward, 

New York Racing Association. 

 

• Stewarding in New York State – Braulio Baeza Jr., State Steward, New York State 

Gaming Commission. 

 

• NYRA Security Operations – John Clyne, Senior Director, Security, New York Racing 

Association. 

 

• Jockey Club Industry Initiatives – Kristin Werner, Senior Counsel, The Jockey Club. 

 

• Joint Treatments in the Competition Horse – Dr. Scott Palmer, VMD, Equine Medical 

Director, New York State Gaming Commission. 

 



• Corporate Protocols – Dr. Dionne Benson, DVM, JD, Chief Veterinary Officer, The 

Stronach Group. 

 

• ARCI Racing Investigator Certificate Program – Terri Burch, Coordinator, Equine 

Industry Program, College of Business, University of Louisville. 

 

• COVID-19 Protocols in Racing: Panel Discussion. ***  

 

-  Martin Panza, Senior Vice President, Racing Operations, New York Racing 

Association. 

- Steve Koch, Senior Vice President of Racing, The Stronach Group. 

- Lance T. Morell, Director of Risk Management, Parx Racing. 

- Merlinda Gonzalez, Director of Security, Lone Star Park. 

 

• Racehorse Aftercare Awareness – Richard Schosberg, President, TAKE2 Second 

Career Thoroughbred Program, Inc. 

 

• Race Film Review, Interference Rules, Consistency in Decisions, and Why it Matters  

 

– Hugh J. Gallagher, Safety Steward, New York Racing Association. 

– Braulio Baeza Jr., State Steward, New York State Gaming Commission.  

 

• ORI Membership Business Meeting. 

 

   **Speakers are subject to change. 

*** More individuals may be added to the panel. 


